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Dear Pilgrims

Another year, another pilgrimage — but not “ just another pilgrimage’: each of our pilgrimages is unique, and stays
in the memory for different reasons. | fear that for many this year’ s pilgrimage, in the least sunny August on record,
will be remembered for grey skies and muddy ground, though | am more indined to thank God that, despite
everything, we only got seriously rained on once. And by the end things were drying out and maybe the memories
of mud were fading.

One of my lasting memories will be how wdl we worked as a group. | recdl back in the early days of the
pilgrimage we sometimes got rather cliquey, but now there seem to be no bariers, and pilgrims of dl ages and
backgrounds mix fredy. Maybe we now take this for granted, but | think it’s an aspect of the pilgrimage that we
should rgoicein. (As Danni said, “ My friends in Sweden wouldn’'t bdieveit!”)

It's good to see so many new (or not-so-new) pilgrims finding arole and contributing to the community. Many of
the first-timers were “ old hands” by the end! I’'m not going to try to name everyone — Peter did that so well at
Sdisbury — but afew deserve specid mention:

e Parick, for jumping into the driving seat when we were left without avan driver, but with ingenuity and
hep from Clare still managing to walk most afternoons.

e Clae Fr. David, Frances, Margaret, Martyn, Monica, and Rosemary — the non-wa king support team who
keep the show on the road: few of us appreciae how much they do behind the scenes, and we do teke them
for granted.

e Arung for taking on the thankless role (no, not “ roll”) of Sarnie Queen and just getting the job done.

e Paer, for executing the leadership role so effectively despite the touch-and-go situation with his brother
Kevin, tdecommunications woes on the Isle of Wight (where mobiles don’t work), and the chdlenge of
getting Sareh to the airport on time. [Kevin' s fight for life ended on the 11" September, and his funerd was
held & St. Mary's Catholic Church, Ryde on the 18" September. May he rest in peace].

e The web diary has become an integrd aspect of the pilgrimagein recent years, and an important part of our
outreach. This year we had more photo contributors than ever (and thus more photos), and an ad hoc
committee formed who gave the thumbs up / thumbs down as we reviewed hundreds of photos, and | was
very glad of their hep and support.

No sooner is one pilgrimage complete than we have to start thinking
about next year. A totd of 12 options were proposed as we gpproached
Sdisbury and voted on a the cdebration med (and subsequently by
those not present). The front runners were farly dear cut, and the
September AGM discussed these and agreed tha (8) in 2009 we would
wak to Lindisfarne from Lastingham, and (b) in 2010 we would wak to
Aberystwyth from Bristol (or some variant thereof).

The monastery of Lindisfarne was founded by Irish born Saint Aidan
(see right), who had been sent from lona off the west coast of Scotland to
Northumbria a the request of King Oswad around AD 635. It became
the base for Christian evangdising in the North of England and dso sent
a successful mission to Mercia Monks from the community of lona
sdatled on the island. Northumberland's paron saint, Saint Cuthbert,
was a monk and later Abbot of the monastery, and his mirades and life
are recorded by the Venerable Bede Cuthbert later became Bishop of
Lindisfarne.

Planning is dready underway — the proposed dates are 15™-30" August,
with the option of using the Bank Holiday Monday (31 — the feast of St




Aidan) if we need another day. Reserve the dates in your diay now! It is possible that logistics may restrict
numbers — smdl villages mean smal hdls. Lastingham, which was our destination in 2002, was the monastery
where both St Chad, and his brother St Cedd were both Abbot, and Chad and Cedd studied under St Aidan a
Lindisfarne. The proposed route tekes us across the North York Moors, inland of Middlesbrough and the T eesside
sprawl, arest day in the ancient Cathedra city of Durham, then via Jarrow (where St Bede wrote his “ Ecd esiastica
History of the English Peopl€’), under or over the River Tyne, then following the beautiful Northumberland coast
(with arest day by the seg) to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne.

With this newsletter you will find an invitation to the reunion a Epsom being organised by Danny and friends — a
chance to rdive the Sdisbury Pilgrimage (maybe without the mud?), to renew friendships, to catch up, but aove
dl ToBeA Pilgrim.

Aidan

WEDDING BELLS

On Saurday 9 August the wedding took place between Bill Haynes and Pamea
Pullman (better known to us dl as 'Kae€). After 10 years of cose friendship
they could hardly be accused of rushing into anything. Kate looked stunning in
a cream lace dress and Bill looked pretty stunning himsdfin acream suit and
brocade waistcoat. The ceremony took place in St Peter's Chapd in Chadfront
Common with a reception in the nearby paish hdl. The wedding was
conducted by Rev Charles Overton and the homily was given by Fr Ken Payne.

A number of pilgrims atended and it was good to meet some of Kate's family
who had flown in from the USA. During the speeches some of Bill's pilgrim
exploits were retold and it was great to see Bill and Kae together a last
looking so completdy happy. After a short honeymoon, incdluding a visit to
Germany with some of Ka€'s rd aives, they have settled back into everyday life
in their homein Chafont St Peter.

Keth Donachie

EVESHAM to SALISBURY Auqust 2008

This year's Waking Pilgrimage, which was our 33" year of waking the landscape of England and Wales, began a
Our Lady’s shrine & Evesham, where we gathered and then cdebrated Mass on the Saurday evening. On the
Sunday morning we set out for Saisbury Cathedrad, 2008 being its 750" year, we stopped briefly for morning
prayers in the ruins of the old Abbey a Evesham and then stepped out into the beautiful Cotswold countryside
making for Sdisbury, 166 miles as we wak it, to the south.
We passed though and stopped a many places of worship on
the way, from minute ancient Saxon Churches, grand Anglican
Churches, to bright Methodist churches and even slesping on
the floor of URC churches. We averaged 15 miles aday, with
rest days built in. We ae wdl, fudling up for a hard days
waking. We sang “ Our God Reigns” each day but changed the
words to Our God Shines! To encourage dry weather and it
seemed to work. It often raned hard in the night but by
morning it was dry. The mud was a problem a times but
didn’t stop us. There were often over 50 of us, Christians from
the USA, Germany, Bdgium, Wdes, Scotland, England and
three livdy New Zedandes. Bishop Kiegan last year asked why we do it: we do it to become doser to God,
exploring the Spirit in our felowship, our prayer, our worship and in the joy of our musicd cdebraion. Towdk in
this green landscape with the beauty of open skies, dramatic hills, vades and waters is to fed the gift of God's
precious cregtion. We are green Pilgrims trying to wak in the footsteps of Christ our guide and “ front marker” .

Our Theme was to focus on “Mary in Our World Today", using the Magnificat for reflection and focus. It was
fascinating to explore this from an ecumenicd stance



Bill Ward

P.S. Just a plug for abook tha Pilgrims might liketo read: "A Little History of the English Country Church" by
Roy Strong published 2007 by Vintage Books. It gives a good potted history, very much rdaing to the world of
Anglican churches we pass through as pilgrims and stop for prayers. It's out in paperback now.

FROM THIS YEAR'S WEB DIARY

Caroline
“It's lovey to be able to follow dl the waking and the fun you’ re dl having. Higher power hdping to keep you fit
and strong one day a atime.”

Margaret

“ Have been keeping up with the Pilgrimage on the diary pages and it provides awed come reief when | check on
your progress. Please can someone put a prayer intention in the box for me .... good to see Martyn getting
involved in the Pilgrimage again - maybe we can have another game of pool sometime!”

Tineke
“Loveto seemy tal traveling so devoutly. It looks good on you. | told Kester's mother about it. She was touched
and sends her regards.”

Steve
“Hopeyou'red! having agood time You seem to be from the diary. It's just anazing how everyone dways looks
exactly the same (wdl dmost - | won't mention ageing!).”

Stephan

“ The website lends another aspect to the pilgrimage that was lacking when | went on thetwo | did. It is niceto see
the faces of some people | recognize from 10 or 12 years ago. And they still look so young and hedthy; it must be
the English ar. God bless you dl. | will be following dong in my prayers.”

Pilgrimage on Socid Networks

Find us on Facebook a http://www. new.facebook.com/home. php#/ group. php?gi d=13203916228

And on Xt3 ("Catholic Facebook™) a http://www.xt3.com/group/view. php?id=1430

Remember you don't have to be young to use socid networking - just young a heart!



